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In the pantheon of horror classics, 
few films captured the imagination 
g ` like Friday The 13th. Intended 
simply as a money-spinning addition 
to the slasher genre that had been 
born two years earlier with John Carpenter's 
definitive low-budget terror masterclass Halloween 
in 1978, director Sean S Cunningham never 
intended Friday The 13th to create a horror 
franchise phenomenon, And yet it spawned no less 
than nine direct sequels, garnered a frightening box 
office yield and set the stage for the emergence of 
a hockey-masked bogeyman that compensated for 
his lack of conversational skills by his ability to let a 
machete do the talking. 

Though Jason Voorhees -as Wes Craven's 
Scream so helpfully pointed out — didn't make his 
true presence felt until Friday The 13th Part Il, he 
quickly made the series his own. A killing machine 
every bit as iconic as Halloween’s Michael Myers 
and A Nightmare On Elm Street's Freddy Krueger, 
though with a blood thirst to eclipse both, Jason 


cast a huge, hulking shadow over the countless 
imitators that came to plague the genre. SciFiNow 
takes you from the murky depths of Crystal Lake to 
the far reaches of space in exploring the diabolical 
rise of Jason Voorhees. 
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Friday The 13th Movies # "E : - 

} | Walt Gorney who plays es 
I ‘Crazy Ralph’ returns in S 

Part VII to narrate the aa 

opening scenes. Ea i g a 

a be " f 
l The satisfyingly red blood 
\ always helped make the ; 
films more likeablethanthey $ 
` perhaps should have been. a 


Ken Kirzinger 
was the tallest 
actor to play 
Jason. He's 
1,96 metres 
and starred & 
in Freddy Vs 

Jason (2001). 
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“Jason was my son and Variety to see what would happen; well, the phone started ringing off 


y i 4 A x 4 the hook — everybody wanted this movie that didn’t exist.” 

j today is his birthday. ar As well as fortuitously providing him with the title for his new 
G horror opus, Cunningham's work on Manny's Orphans marked 

OSA The Making Of Friday The 13th his first official collaboration with writer Victor Miller, who he 


Whilst the acting was 
x 5 never going to win awards, 
subsequently tapped to write Friday The 13th, “He came over, and the camp performances 


Director Sean S Cunningham was familiar with delivering chills we sat around the kitchen table, and I asked him: ‘Did you ever write were aE Soa 
even before he made Friday The 13th. A long-time friend of genre a horror film?” remembers Cunningham. “He said no, and I said: 
maestro Wes Craven — taking producing duties on the infamous ‘Let's try to figure it out, be e it looks like we're going to have to 


f Craven-directed The Last House On The Left- Cunningham make this movie somehow.” 
( 7 x 5 4 nar 
5 was well-placed to deliver something special. Despite having no experience writing for the genre, Miller 
J The director was reluctant, however, to return to horror was given a very definite model for the film: John Carpenter's 


uf d immediately, fearing being known as a one-trick pony. “It’s Halloween. Continuing to generate massive revenues years after its 

h easy in this business to get pigeonholed in that sort of genre; people release, it seemed only sensible that Cunningham and company try 
see you as someone who can do something disgusting and do it to capitalise on the success of this newborn slasher trend. 

ed cheap!” Cunningham explains, “But I decided to stay away from the “Sean [Cunningham] called me and said that Halloween was 


$ horror genre, although I felt that sooner or later I could get back to it doing fantastic box office; he wondered if we couldn't come up po nt Sy 


5 iffneeded to.” with something as good as what John Carpenter and Debra Hill À -_ 
Cunningham decided to direct his attentions toward family had done.” Victor Miller recollects. “I went to see Halloween and ” 
fare with the soccer movie Manny's Orphans, though when the figured out the way they did it, saw the form, and then Sean and I aM 


title tested badly during previews — prompting the director to sat down and talked for several days. We needed a way to isolate 
furiously scribble down some possible alternatives ~ he stumbled a bunch of teenaged kids and, after discarding several hundred Sarna of aya oo 
upon something that made him reaffirm his horror allegiance, possible locations, I came up with the idea of a summer camp before actors did their career 
said, ‘IfI could call this film Friday The 13th, I could sell that, it's opened,” een ny 
Cunningham explains. “And I just let it go, but it kept coming Though the creative team behind Friday The 13th 
to me.” appreciated the need for gore — recruiting an effects genius 
His next move was certainly audacious. Cunningham decided in the shape of Dawn Of The Dead's Tom Savini to do the 
to utilise the power of advertising by alerting the public to the blood-soaked honours — the primary objective was creating 
new blood-curdling horror film he was about to unleash — the the kind of edge-of-your-seat scares that made the film 
snag being that there actually wasn't one. “I started thinking Halloween so successful. 
C) Friday Fact 1 %7 ofa television spot where just the title comes from infinity “Iwas more like a naughty kid trying to scare his friends, 
P to the centre of the screen and as it hits the screen it shatters saying, ‘Boo!’ from behind the bushes; it's not any fun to gross 
like a mirror and a voice off would say, ‘Friday The 13th, the people out,” Cunningham confesses, “The metaphor that I 
most terrifying film ever made.” Cunningham reveals. was using when I was working on the film and afterwards was 
“I ended up going to a graphic artist and I had him doa full- that of a roller coaster, Like with a roller coaster, it’s a social 
page ad in Variety that said: ‘From the producer of Last House experience. If you see a horror film in an empty theater, it’s just 
On The Left comes the most terrifying film ever made, Friday ugly and grim; there's no fun, But if you go with four hundred 
The 13th} the director continues, “I ran the ad in the 4 July issueof kids laughing and screaming, it’s a different experience. There's 


through the ages... 


1 Friday The 13th (1980) | 

The Film: A campaign to re-open Camp Crystal Lake ends in tragedy. 

The DVD: Audio commentary by writer/director Sean S. Cunningham, ‘Return To 
Crystal Lake: Making Friday The 13th' featurette, theatrical trailer 


2 Friday The 13th Part Il (1981) 

The Film: Enter Jason Voorhees. Five years after Friday The 13th's only survivor 
Alice (Adrienne King) is butchered, anew campopens across from Crystal Lake. As 
the new counsellors are gruesomely dispatched one-by-one, could it be that Jason. 
thought drowned, is out for revenge? 

The DVD: A theatrical trailer only. 


3 Friday The 13th Part III (1982) 

The Film: Proving that you can't keep a good bogeyman down, Jason's murderous 
rampage shows no sign of abating, ashe continues obsessively dicing more of 
Crystal Lake's teens. 

The DVD: Theatrical trailer 


4 Friday The 13th: The Final Chapter (1984) 

The Film: After the uber-resilient Jason escapes from the morgue, he returns to Crystal 
Lake for more carnage, though he didn't anticipate the stiffresistance from tyke Tommy 
Jarvis - played by one Corey Feldman 

The DVD: Theatrical trailer. 


5 Friday The 13th: A New Beginning (1985) 

The Film: Deciding to meddle with the formula to truthfully miserable effect, A 
New Beginningreplaces Jason with a copycat killer who's preyingon teens at 
ahalfway house. Aiming to bea ‘whodunnit?’, this is rather a weak facsimile 
and understandably riled fans of the true Jason Voorhees. 

The DVD: Theatrical trailer 


6 Jason Lives: Friday The 13th Part VI (1986) 

The Film: With Tommy Jarvis (played this time by Thom Mathews) still 
traumatised by memories of Jason, his actions inadvertently resurrect the 
masked killer — thanks in no small part to an iron rod and a bolt of lightning. The 
stage is set for another showdown at Crystal Lake — now renamed Lake Forest 
Green. 

The DVD: Teaser trailer 


7 Friday The 13th Part VII: The New Blood (1988) 

The Film: When telekinetic teen Tina (Lar Park-Lincoin) accidentally frees Jason from the 
bottom of Crystal Lake, Voorhees expresses his thanks by slaughtering the neighbouring h 
teenagers. Can Tinaget a handle on her powers anduse them to stop Jason once and for all? they 

The DVD: None 8 


8 Friday The 13th Part VIII: Jason Takes Manhattan R 1d 


(1989) 

The Film: Transferring the action from Crystal Lake to New York City, a cruise ship Š 

unknowingly gives Jason a tow, rendering the vessel andits passengers ina whole 3 

heap of trouble. The survivors now must battle Voorhees before he sets to slicing up j 
+ 


the Big Apple. 
The DVD: None 


9 Jason Goes To Hell: The Final Friday (1993) 

The Film: Friday The 13thcreator Sean S Cunningham returns for production duties 

inthis outlandish addition to the series. When it transpires that Jason, thought dead, 9 
cannow make a habit of jumping from body-to-body, hiskilling spree appears limitless 

unless a descendant of the Voorhees clan can be found to stop him. 


The DVD: While the R2 release has only a trailer, the US version includes adirector/ i 

screenwriter commentary, deleted scenes and both the Rand Unrated cuts of > 

the film. ) 
¥ 


10 Jason X (2001) 

The Film: Jason pushes the boundaries of time andspace, awakening ona 
spaceship in the 25th Century to pick up where he left off. His transformation 
into Uber-Jasonisa particular highlight, as is the hilarious expositional line: 
Jason fucking Voorhees - that's what's going on! 

The DVD: Enjoy a director/writer/producer commentary, a retrospective Á 


documentary, a 'making-of' anda theatrical trailer 


11 Freddy Vs Jason (2003) pi 1 
The Film: The horror icons finally face-off, as Krueger manipulates S 
Jasoninto putting the fear of God back into Springwood's teens. Cue x | 
asmackdown far more satisfying than any event WWE ever staged, y 
That goalie was pissed off about something,” remarks one teenin 
a masterpiece of understatement. ` 
The DVD: Amongst the wealth of supplemental material on V, 
this two-disceris adirector and castcommentary, deleted 
scenes, abehind-the-scenes featurette as wellas an 
assortment of storyboards. 


COLLECTOR'S GUIDFTO™ 


Friday: The 13t'Movies 


att 
The effects haven't always 
been groundbreaking 
but more often than not, 
they're exciting. 


The many faces of evil 


So just which actors have filled Jason Voorhees’ shoes? 
Ari Lehman (Friday The 13th) 


Having worked with Sean S Cunningham on Manny's Orphans, 
the teenage Lehman was subsequently selected to play young 
Jason. “So much of it was not what | did, or what was filmed 
but the anticipation of the audience,” the actor explains, 


Warrington Gillette (Friday The 13th 
Part Ill) 


Gillette's debut feature, he couldn't believe his luck when, after 
originally auditioning for a camp counsellor role, he was offered 
Jason instead. "I remember watching the first movie, and! 
nearly hada heart attack, loved it. It's just incredibly ironic that | 
ended up in the next movie,” he offers. 


Richard Brooker (Friday The 13th Part III) 
Discovered by a casting magazine, Dramalogue, Brooker knew 
scarcely anything about the franchise when he was brought on 
board: "There was no audition, They said, ‘You just go out there, 
and you hack them into little pieces. It's in the script to just kill 
them: sol just killed them. 


Ted White (Friday The 13th: The 
Final Chapter) 


White reportedly only took the role of Voorhees because he needed 
the money, and later disowned his work in the film with the matter- 
of-fact comment: “If | don't want my name associated on a total 
piece of shit, then don't have to have it on there. 
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No one has ever just tried talking 
to Jason. Maybe they should. He 
might be quite the conversationist. 


CJ Graham (Jason Lives: Fri The 13th ‘ also that whole date thing going on; the guy has his arm around the my mouth, The hardest thing was to keep from laughing all the 
g going guy y 8 p ghing 

Part VI; girl, who is hiding her face.” time, because Tom was always telling jokes. For me, being in that 
gi y g 

u first norne Os Baay ptor crans giero wapna oe Friday The 13th was shot in New Jersey for a reported $700,000. workshop was like being in Merlin’s laboratory. It was a lot of fun. 

last minute after another actor proved unsatisfactory. "The role of Jason was basically are ti Si F SC. ae a : z S F 

dumped in my lap. But! would put on the mask ina minute if they asked me to doit Introducing audiences to the soon-to-be notorious Camp Cry stal They did the prosthetics, they did the fake teeth, and they did a false 

again,” he admits. ; Lake ~in reality Camp Nobebosco ~ the legend begins with the eye. And it all had to be waterproof.” 


p apparent drowning of a juvenile Jason Voorhees, an event that spurs Acting veteran Betsy Palmer played the central villain of 
Kane Hodder (Friday The 13th Part VII: The New Blood; £ s of mysterious deaths at what’s subsequently labelled ‘Camp Friday The 13th- Jason's vengeful mother Pamela Voorhees. Her 
Friday The 13th Part VIII: Jason Takes Manhattan; “Crystal Lake sounded pure and wonderful in contrast with performance is revered by horror fans, which makes it all the more 
Jason Goes To Hell: The Final Friday; Jason X) what we knew lay at the bottom oft,” explains Victor Miller of the fortuitous that Palmer's Mercedes fell beyond repair shortly before 


The definitive Jason Voorhees and certainly the fans’ favourite, Hodder enjoys the 


reason behind the location's moniker, being sent the script. 
distinction of having donned the mask multiple times. "We shot the screen test on 


film so we could really look ati." Hodder recalls of his first experience. “Ihunteda A few years later, Crystal Lake is re-opened, and little do the new “My agent called me and said, ‘How would you like to do a movie?” y 
stuntman friend of mine down, and we sort of ad-libbed a lot of violent stuff where = camp counsellors know that ther ill be much the same grisly fate. id, ‘Is it going to be in California?’ He said, ‘No, it’s going to be shot 


I grabbed him by his hair and dragged him across the room. We threw some shit 
around. It ended up being pretty convincing, | guess. And it gave me the chance to play 
the role. 


Assembling a cast of fresh-faced slasher fodder — among them Kevin in New Jersey. It’s ten days’ work and they'll give you a $1000 a day,” Though the fllms have been 
3 i found lacking in areas, Jason is 
Bacon in his debut lead role — Cunningham's intention was to feature Palmer remembers. “I said that’s great; I found this car I wanted to nothing short of iconic. 
“good-looking kids who you might see in a Pepsi commercial.” buy which was $9,999.99. Then he says, ‘There’s only one catch: It’s 
Ken Kirzinger (Freddy Vs Jason) One character who doesn't fit into this category through is Jason a horror movie,’ I s h no. Send me the script.’ So he sent me the misleadingly titled Jason Goes To Hell: The Final Friday, onwards — 
Selected by director Ronny Yu to replace Hodder because of his sheer height himself —a retarded, physically deformed child whose drowning ript, I read it and I said, ‘What a piece of junk! Nobody isever going that’s not to say he’s not beaming with pride at his creation. 
= Brace eons ee daca ACA gd iA Aelia a A : prompts the events that follow and gave rise to one of horror cinema's to see this piece of crap,’ So I called him back said I'd do it.” So much so that after years of perseverance, Cunningham finally 
liked my/looks. | got a call a couple of weeks later. ‘Would youlike to come in and most notorious bogeymen, “I knew a girl in high school with the Despite Jason’s re-emergence at the close of Friday The 13th, got to pit Jason against old friend Wes Craven's own horror behemoth 
audition for it?’ name Van Voorhees and always loved the sound, It’s unusual, maybe Voorhees Jr was never supposed to become a horror entity all his Freddy Krueger in Freddy Vs Jas “reddy and Jason _ 
E WILL HELP a little threatening sounding,” explains writer Miller of his inspiration own. Though Cunningham obviously hoped the film would prove so attractive is that they're so strong. They have such an agenda, 
AL for the now iconic name. “I'd used the name Jason in a novel I'd iccessful, he didn't anticipate the legacy it would carve itself. and nothing will stop them, ‘I’m coming through! You're 
7 HP YOURSEI written called Hide The Children and paired my two sons’ names in Certainly screenwriter Miller not only didn't predict such success,but putting up a wall? I'm still coming through. You got a 
P that — Ian and Josh, changing Josh to Jason because I was getting too also didn't care for it much when it came. gun? I'mstill gonna get you! Cunningham cheers. 


e creeped out.” “I have not seen so much as a frame of any of the Friday films “So the kids say: ‘Yeah! That’s the guy! I 
_ wy The actor who played Jason's first incarnation was the then that followed. I was paid for the rights, but I was never all that happy want him on my side!’ the director continues. 
Communities 13-year-old Ari Lehman, “Sean [Cunningham] actually handed that Jason became the villain,” Miller discloses. “The best part of “Their single-mindedness is what the kids really 
A me the lines for Kevin Bacon's role,” the actor recalls. “And it the film I wrote was that the villain was a mother, thus making respond to, Evidently, the kids don't want to be mass 
GAINST said, ‘Character goes out in the woods to make out with another a super-travesty out of motherly love, Jason had only been an murderers; they just want to get what they want!” 
NARCOTICS counsellor,’ I was 13, so I said, ‘Man, this is a great role!’ Then innocent victim, a retarded child whose mother went insane when With a Friday The 13th remake having been 
Sean walks in and goes, ‘No, no, no, .. that’s not the one for you. he drowned, His appearance in the ‘dream’ at the conclusion of the released in 2009, and further sequels remaining a 
You're too young for that, You're going to play the monster. Do you first film was intended to be a ‘chair-jumper’ he audience, notthe distinct possibility, it looks like the kids might just 
x know how to swim?” precursor to what came afterwards.” get their wish. < 
‘ Lehman was required to put himself in the make-up chair and However, the overwhelming suc of the original — three studios } K 
i < ~ endure Tom Savini applying freakish prosthetics to achieve Jason’ were embroiled in a bidding war to distribute the flick, which enjoyed Additional sources: Crystal Lake Memories: The Complete | à 3 E 


Few characters could claim ; ghoulish appearance; something he took with surprisingly good a massive opening — meant sequels were inevitable. And though Sean History Of Friday The 13th by Sean S Cunningham and Peter 
ş Feee Jason so = grace, “You have to hand it to Tom, because he came up with this S Cunningham took a leaf out of Miller's book and stayed away for M Bracke; Making Friday The 13th: The Legend Of Camp Blood 


Jason idea,” Lehman explains, “They took a mold of my head and most of the ensuing chapters — only returning from part nine, the by David Grove, 


